Sc.10 RESPECT MY BIOME REGION

PART B: Environmental Issue Essay
Now that you have learned about the interactions between the animals and plants that live in your biome region, it is likely that you would be upset if an environmental catastrophe disrupted the balance in those ecosystems.

Goal

· Your goal is to take all that you have learned about your biome region and write a letter to the government of one country in your biome.   This letter will be in the form of an essay highlighting all of the important components found in an essay of quality format. 
Role
· You are the president of an organization that is concerned about an environmental issue in that country.
An issue such as:
· Extinction of a plant or animal species

· Air pollution

· Acid rain

· Agriculture – pesticides, fertilizers

· Climate change, global warming

· Habitat destruction – such as deforestation, desertification, agriculture

· Water pollution – heavy metals, sewage, fertilizer run-off

· Landfills

· Soil degradation

· Overharvesting of forest or fish etc.
Audience
· You need to convince the government of that country to change their practices and/or make laws to protect the land or resource involved.
Standards and Criteria for Success
· Include a full description of the issue

· Include quotes/facts to support your understanding of the issue

· Make a connection between the biome (including ecology) and the environmental issue 
· Clearly explain one possible change that would decrease the environmental impact

· Clear arguments for why the changes are necessary. 
· Identify at least 2 of the following arguments: moral, ethical, social, economic, political, cultural and/or environmental

· Source (footnotes or author name) all sources and cite them in noodlebib

DUE DATE:  ____________________________________
PART B: Assessment rubric:



Name: ______________________ Bl: _____
	Criterion D: Reflecting on the Impacts of Science

	(0)
	Beginning (1-2)
	Developing (3-4)
	Accomplished (5-6)
	Exemplary (7-8)

	I have not achieved a standard described by any of the descriptors to the right..
	I am able to:

outline the ways in which science is used to address a specific problem or issue 

outline the implications of using science to solve a specific problem or issue, interacting with a factor 

apply scientific language to communicate understanding but does so with limited success 
document sources, with limited success. 
	I am able to:

summarize the ways in which science is applied and used to address a specific problem or issue 

describe the implications of using science and its application to solve a specific problem or issue, interacting with a factor 

sometimes apply scientific language to communicate understanding 

sometimes document sources correctly. 
	I am able to:

describe the ways in which science is applied and used to address a specific problem or issue 

discuss the implications of using science and its application to solve a specific problem or issue, interacting with a factor 

usually apply scientific language to communicate understanding clearly and precisely 

usually document sources correctly.
	I am able to:

explain the ways in which science is applied and used to address a specific problem or issue 

discuss and evaluate the implications of using science and its application to solve a specific problem or issue, interacting with a factor 

consistently apply scientific language to communicate understanding clearly and precisely 
document sources completely.


