Assignment 2:  Buy your own cellphone contract
Name:  _______________


You are probably already into the cellphone market and likely already know that buying a cell phone requires a contract with a service provider. This project is a way to outline what it's going to take in order to buy and sustain your phone and contract for the length of the agreement.  

Name at least 3 companies that offer cellphone service ______________ , __________________ and __________________________. 
List the 3 best places you know of to buy a cellphone with a service contract. _____________________, ________________________ and _________________________.  
Name the make of your 3 favourite cellphones.  ___________________     ____________________ and _________________________. 

Cellphones are an extremely popular item to buy; it is also very expensive and there can be a lot of pressure from salespeople to purchase a phone. I suggest that you first decide your needs and ability to pay for a cell phone and then compare cell phone contracts to determine the best cellphone for you.

Today we are going to do an activity which will hopefully help you make an informed decision about purchasing a cellphone contract. For the purpose of this activity, YOU, NOT YOUR PARENTS/GUARDIAN will be paying for your cellphone. 
Answer the following questionnaire to determine your needs.

1. Write down how much you can afford to pay each month on a cellphone. ___________

2. Determine how much time you spend talking on your phone.
________________ (hint, you can look up the amount of time each month on you current cellphone.)

3. Determine how many text messages you send and receive each month ______________

4. Do you want a smart phone with a data plan?



__________
5. Do you only need to have a text phone?




__________

6. Do you need long distance calling?





__________

7. Do you want caller ID?






__________

8. Do you want phone messaging?





__________
9. Do you want a prepaid plan?






__________

10. Do you want a call forwarding plan?





__________
Now go to this web page and follow the links. 

http://www.comparecellular.ca/
1. Click on British Columbia ....... 
2. Choose a plan and then click on at least 5 phones and compare them by filling in the following chart.
	Carrier


	
	
	
	
	

	Rate plan
	
	
	
	
	

	Airtime Included
	
	
	
	
	

	Billing calculated
	
	
	
	
	

	Add. Air. Rate
	
	
	
	
	

	Features
	
	
	
	
	

	Text messaging
	
	
	
	
	

	Act. Fee
	
	
	
	
	

	System Act. Fee
	
	
	
	
	

	Contract
	
	
	
	
	

	Cancellation fee
	
	
	
	
	

	411 fee
	
	
	
	
	

	Off peak calling
	
	
	
	
	

	1st month fee
	
	
	
	
	

	Bonus
	
	
	
	
	


I chose the _________________________ contract because _____________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Occasionally you may over use your new phone so let’s see what kind of costs might occur.

1. During October you used the phone for 3 hours and 35 minutes and you sent and received 25 text messages per day in total for 30 days.
Determine the amount of time in minutes that you used the phone. 

3hr x _____ minutes/ hr = ________ minutes + 35 minutes = __________ minutes in total.

2. Determine the amount of time over the allowable airtime in your contract. 

3. Determine the cost of this over-run by multiplying the Additional airtime rate by the amount of minutes over the allotted time.
4. Determine the cost of texting (if there is a cost) by multiplying the number of texts by the text cost.

5. Determine the total monthly cost of your phone bill for October.

6. In order to pay for the phone you get a job paying $10.75/hr at 35hours a week. Determine your weekly pay.
7. Determine the % of your cheque that goes to paying the cellphone bill. 

Cellphone bill divided by weekly salary = __________ 
Change the decimal to % __________

